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Every snowflake is different, 
and every Snowflake 

Princess is different. PAHS 
senior Lucy Murray, 2015 
Snowflake Princess, opened 
her arms to North Schuylkill 
junior Rachael Cataldo as 
she congratulated her at the 
coronation pageant. PAHS junior 
Jillian Mullin won first runner-up. 
PAHS junior Becca Sites was in 
the top eight.
 “I’ve gained so much from 
Winter Carnival. I’ve gained 
memories and amazing friends 
that will last a lifetime,” Cataldo 
said. “I’ve also gained wonder-
ful opportunities to get involved 
within all of the great communi-
ties of Schuylkill County.”
 Before the new royalty was 
crowned, the 2015 court shared 
a few words of wisdom with their 
younger counterparts.
 “While only one of you will be 
on stage again, all of you will 
have great friends and great 
memories to look back on, and I 
hope you appreciate that,” Mur-
ray said.

Please give us your 
input on this issue 
of Tide Lines.
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Band performs in Disney
Taylor Brigade
Staff Writer

Known as “The Most Magical Place 
on Earth,” Walt Disney World is a 

destination which millions of people from 
all around the world visit each year for 
vacation.
 Among all of the possible ways 
to spend time at “the Place Where 
Dreams Come True,” such as going 
on the hundreds of rides, sampling 
food from many different countries and 
walking around the parks, there are also 
numerous shows and parades that occur 
every day. One of these many parades is 
known as “the Character Parade.”
 The route of this parade goes straight 
down Main Street in Magic Kingdom, 
one of Disney’s largest and most popular 
parks. In February, the Marching Band 
had the privilege of not only performing 
in this parade, but also being near the 
very front of the parade to lead it.
 “The performance went over very well. 

It was the first time in Pottsville Area 
High School band history that it was 
live streamed. There was nothing but 
positive comments coming from all 
over the nation. Alumni, parents and 
even strangers all loved it,” Mr. Craig 
Shoener, band director, said. 
 The week of February 23-27, the 
band, majorettes, flags and cheerlead-
ers flew down to Orlando, Florida, to 
perform in the parade set for February 
25. The trip itself included a two-hour 
bus ride to the Philadelphia airport, 
then a two-hour flight to Orlando.
 While on the trip, the young per-
formers stayed at the All Star Music 
Resort. During the days, they spent 
their time at the most popular Disney 
parks - Hollywood Studios, Epcot, 
Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom. 
The performers also spent an en-
tire day at Universal Studios where 

Paige Fellows
Executive Editor-in-Chief

Let your freak flag wave, let your freak 
flag fly! Never take it down, never 

take it down, raise it way up high!”
 These lyrics could be heard echoing 
from the Robert W. Wachter Auditorium 
during the weekend of March 18-20 as 
the PAHS Drama Club performed its 
rendition of Shrek the Musical. From 
the beginning of January up until show 
time, the club rehearsed frequently after 
school and on weekends, and with one 
rehearsal even lasting eight hours, club 
members dedicated much time to make 
the show a success.
 Shows were performed Friday and 
Saturday evening at 7:30 p.m. and Sat-
urday and Sunday afternoon at 2 p.m. 
Tickets were sold in advance to both 
students and the public at a discounted 
price with all tickets at the door sold for 
$10. 
 In early December, Shrek the Musical 
was announced to the Drama Club as 
being this year’s spring performance. Be-
ing that Shrek the Musical has an entirely 
different and upbeat feel compared to 
last year’s Les Misérables, the Drama 
Club members needed to transform 
themselves from heartbroken members 
of the French Revolution into freaks and 
fairies in Shrek’s swamp. 
 “I love characters with high energy 
and personality shifts,” senior Arrianna 
Daniels (Donkey) said. “I mean, Gav-
roche [my character in Les Misérables] 
was a thrill in and of itself with many 
tears shed, but this year was so much 
more physically demanding. I have so 
many bruises throughout my limbs that I 
can’t place a story behind each one. I’m 
not sore in the slightest, just decked out 
in battle scars. I was struggling at first 
when I was told I couldn’t use my fingers 
to perform. They’re my go-to. I find it 
weird and restricting to act with shoes, 
so Donkey was a character entirely of 
socks. So many mishaps on stage were 
covered up with laughter. I can’t explain it 
well enough.”
 Different from previous years, the 
Drama Club had a large split cast in 
which half of the cast performed major 

roles in the evening shows while the 
other half performed major roles in the 
matinee shows.
 For both casts to get adequate 
rehearsal time, the Drama Club re-
hearsed several scenes with one cast 
and then repeated the scenes with 
the other cast. This allowed evening 
cast members to coordinate with their 
matinee counterparts to improve each 
other’s roles.  
 “Sharing the character of Lord 
Farquaad with Pat Moran was an 
interesting experience,” senior Taylor 
Brigade (Lord Farquaad) said. “We 
had two very different perceptions on 
the character as well as equally dif-
ferent ways to present him. We both 
helped each other make each of our 
character representations as dynamic 
as possible because Lord Farquaad is 
such a dynamic character. As tiny as 
Farquaad may be, Pat and I both tried 

Alexa Biddle
Editor-in-Chief

Imagine a student putting in the extra 
hours and taking AP and honors 

classes, sacrificing time and sleep, 
just to end up 21st in the class and 
miss National Honor Society as a 
senior.
 That terrible feeling that student 
just had, when his heart fell into his 
stomach, will be no more starting with 
the class of 2020.
 “We have to start with the incoming 
freshmen and do a clean sweep to be 
fair. The honor society will be a rep-
resentation of the size of each class 
instead of a set number for classes of 
different sizes,” Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
superintendent, said. 
 The new setup of the honor society 

Changes sur-
prise students

PAHS performs spring musical

SEE Parade, page 2 SEE NHS, page 2

Senior passes on the title
Alexa Biddle
Editor-in-Chief

to make him as huge as we possibly 
could.”
 After three days filled with four per-
formances of Shrek the Musical, an-
other spring production is in the books 
for the Drama Club. Now that the 
production is over, the cast can give 
a sigh of relief as the long rehearsals 
and strained vocal chords are finally 
put to rest. Audience members can 
still be heard positively talking about 
the musical.
 “For the first time in four years, I 
was a member of the audience rather 
than a piece of the cast on stage,” 
Taylor O’Brien, 2015 PAHS graduate, 
said. “I like to call the cast the ‘forever-
evolving family’ because that’s exactly 
what it is. Students are forever coming 
and going. After seeing Shrek the Mu-
sical, I couldn’t be more proud of the 
theater program I came from, one we 
should all feel very luck to have.”

LAUGH — Growing annoyed with the pair’s inside joke, Fiona (senior Sara 
Leibel) tries to pry the truth from Shrek (senior Anthony Wojciechowsky) 
and Donkey (senior Arrianna Daniels) about her husband-to-be. The 
Drama Club made approximately $14,000 off of Shrek the Musical. “It’s an 
incredible feeling, being the lead in any show. Having that experience for 
my senior year just made this show all the more special. My favorite part 
was just being able to work with such a great cast, especially with Sara 
and Arrianna. I couldn’t have asked for a better group to share this show 
with,” Wojciechowsky said.

Photo by Alexa Biddle
Editor-in-Chief
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Information 
and 
Policies 

 Tide Lines is the online and print news 
publication of Pottsville Area High School. 
It is produced by the students of the 
Communications and Mass Media class. 
It is written for the Pottsville Area School 
District community and is distributed free 
of charge. Secondary audiences include 
other school journalism programs and 

organizations which promote the development of scholastic journalism, as well 
as people worldwide with the ability to visit the website. 
 Readers can access Tide Lines print issue archives at http://www.pottsville.
k12.pa.us/tidelines. Tide Lines is updated weekly online and can be viewed at 
http://www.pahstidelines.com. 
 The Editorial Board is the decision-making body of the newspaper which 
governs its day-to-day operation. The Tide Lines staff has adopted the following 
editorial policy to express the rights, responsibilities and philosophy of the Tide 
Lines newspaper and website. 
 Tide Lines is an accessible public forum which provides information and 
entertainment in addition to various viewpoints on debatable issues in the form 
of editorials and columns. Funds for production come from advertising and the 
Pottsville Area School District. 
 As an open forum, Tide Lines sells advertisements for publicity and to pay for 
printing costs. The basic rate is eight dollars per column inch in each print issue 
or $30 per month on the website. Tide Lines refuses to advertise any reference 
to illegal or controlled products, services, substances, paraphernalia or any 
other advertisement deemed inappropriate to the Pottsville community. 
 As a responsible newspaper, Tide Lines will not intentionally invade the 
privacy of any person and will make every effort to correctly spell names and 
make accurate class and position identifications. Accurate reporting of fact is 
the goal of the staff. 

 Opinions will be clearly marked and found on the editorial pages or as 
designated on other pages. Corrections will be published online or printed in 
the next issue when mistakes are found or brought to the attention of the staff. 
Original stories will carry bylines, although stories by someone other than the 
original author will not receive a byline. 
 Commentaries and opinion columns are the expressed opinion of the author 
and not of Tide Lines and its Editorial Board or its adviser. Furthermore, the 
opinions conveyed are not those of the Pottsville Area School District, faculty or 
School Board. 
 Letters to the editor, guest columns and all materials submitted must include 
the author’s name, signature and class or position. Typed, double-spaced letters 
are preferred, but legible, handwritten submissions, are acceptable. Letters 
can be mailed, hand-delivered or e-mailed. Tide Lines will not publish anything 
deemed libelous, obscene or in poor taste, in accordance with the Supreme 
Court’s justified standards. Rights are reserved to postpone, edit or withhold 
from publication anything submitted which does not meet specifications. The 
meaning of any submission will not be altered, but Tide Lines reserves the right 
to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation when necessary. Additionally, Tide 
Lines refuses to print criticisms that are not constructive and supported by facts. 
 Tide Lines is a member of the Pennsylvania School Press Association, 
the National Scholastic Press Association, the Quill and Scroll International 
Honorary Society for High School Journalists and the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 
 Members of the staff are guided by the Canons of Journalism of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, a code of ethics which outline the principles of 
responsibility, fairness and accuracy. 
 The Tide Lines editorial policies reflect the philosophies of scholastic 
journalism. The goal of Tide Lines is to uphold its policy at all costs, unless 
it violates the basic protections of journalists or the freedom accorded all 
journalists under the Pennsylvania School Code. 

NHS policies evolve
 will allow juniors in the top five percent of their class and 
seniors in the top 10 percent of their class to apply.
 “The committee set up to change this took input from Ms. 
[Tiffany] Reedy, and we agreed that percentages are the fair-
est way to go about National Honor Society,” Dr. Zwiebel said.
 Self-nomination forms have not been released yet but will 
be due in October. 
 “I love the idea of being able to nominate myself instead 
of worrying about being in the top 10. This will motivate me 
to get better and to apply myself to the fullest,” eighth grader 
Elizabeth Hahner said. “It is a big change, but sometimes 
change is good.”
 According to the course selection booklet, administration will 
consider factors such as community service, leadership (in or 
out of school) and overall character.
 The committee, made up of Dr. Zwiebel, Ms. Reedy; Mr. 
Jeffrey Godin, assistant principal; Ms. Ellen King, school 
counselor; Ms. Anne Marie Shadler, athletic office secretary; 
and school board members Mr. Pat Moran, Dr. Christina Di-
Cello and Ms. Karen Rismiller approved the amendment and 
brought it to the school board in the fall.
 “After careful review, we determined we need to bring our 
grading policies more in line with what our students will face 
once they move on to college,” Mr. Moran said. 
 Along with the National Honor Society changing, the grad-
ing scale is being altered for the incoming freshmen. The new 
range will bring pluses and minuses back into the GPA equa-
tion. An A+ will be a 97-100, an A will be 93-96 and an A- will 
be 90-92 according to the new system.
 “Creating a general 90-100 A would have created problems; 
it wouldn’t have differentiated between the students who work 
really hard and the bare minimum students,” Dr. Zwiebel said.
 Students will not be able to simply shoot for an 85% or a 
94% and call it a day; their barely-there scores will show on 
report cards and transcripts.
 “I normally push myself to get a minimum A, so I can imag-
ine it being much more difficult to have to push myself to get 
an even higher A,” senior Aislinn Lehane said. “That change 
will be motivational for younger students, but I’m glad it isn’t 
a change for all classes because I don’t know if I’d be able to 
adjust quickly enough to keep my grades where I want them.”
 This new system considered scales from other schools’ 
systems, including Blue Mountain Area’s and Hamburg Area’s, 
as well as others.
 “We didn’t want to do this haphazardly, so we went through 
multiple scenarios,” Ms. Reedy said. “We looked at other 
school districts in the county and elsewhere that we thought 
were good examples to consult. We came up with 10 pseudo 
students and compared their performance on the old system 
versus on the new system.”
 Another issue is brought up when one realizes that gradua-
tion year does not generally segregate classes one can take; 
one class, like health, can contain both seniors and freshmen.
 “Skyward is set up so there can be different groups within 
one class. With [common classes], the grading scale will be 
different for the different grade levels of students until the 
older students filter out,” Ms. Reedy said.

Cont. from page 1

Parade streams live
they were able to see the world-renowned Blue Man Group 
perform live.
 “I had a great time in Disney. Between the parade, the 
parks and just hanging out at the hotel, it was one of the best 
weeks I have ever had. Coming back home was so surreal. It 
felt like everything passed by way too fast,” junior Colin Wil-
liams said.
 One of the perks of being at Disney World is the fact that 
the parks are all notorious for their food. The night before 
visiting each park, the performers each received a $10 meal 
card as well as two lunch/dinner tickets for the following day.
 “I was pleasantly surprised by the food we were able to 
get. When you hear ‘voucher’ you think tiny, greasy things, 
and certainly not a lot of choices, but there were times when I 
didn’t really want to eat dinner because I was still full from the 
lunch we were able to get, and people who know me know 
that’s not something that happens often. My favorite meal 
would have to be the salad I got at a little place in Hollywood 
Studios. It had a very artisan feel and that was one delightful 
salad,” senior Anthony Wojciechowsky, drum major, said.
 The trip was over when everyone returned to the Martz Hall 
parking lot at 2 a.m. February 28. Later that day, the students 
returned to the school to collect uniforms and instruments and 
to put bigger instruments away.
 “I think the trip went extremely well. The students involved 
were very well-behaved and represented Pottsville with Tide 
pride. I think that everyone will have memories that will last a 
lifetime,” Mr. Shoener said.
 Many of the students and chaperones alike were very satis-
fied with the trip.
 “After the success of this trip, I really hope that the tradi-
tional ‘band Disney trip’ will continue every four years for fu-
ture generations to be granted the same magical experience,” 
senior Sara Leibel, band president, said.

Cont. from page 1

Photo courtesy of PAHS Band
MARCH — PAHS band members perform in Florida on 
the Disney trip. Members fundraised to raise the money 
for plane tickets. “Between the parade, the parks and just 
hanging out at the hotel, it was one of the best weeks I 
have ever had,” junior Colin Williams said.
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State budget passes

“While I am somewhat re-
lieved that the state budget 
has finally been passed and 
we will have enough funds 
to complete this school 
year without borrowing any 
money, I remain very con-
cerned since we are only 
receiving the same amount 
of money we received last 
year. Yet, the PSERS pen-
sion rates continue to rise as 
do other mandated costs that we are obligated to 
pay and the funding from the state does not keep 
pace with those costs. Plus, several outside bond 
ratings agencies have continually sounded the 
warning bell that if Pennsylvania does not address 
the structural deficit within its own budget, the en-
tire state faces a dismal economic future.”

“I believe this was [Governor 
Wolf’s] only choice consid-
ering we only have three 
months before the next bud-
get starts. It is good for school 
districts to get the money the 
state owes them. Pottsville 
didn’t need to borrow money 
so we should get extra and 
not pay interest. Universities 
will finally be getting money 
to pay for educations. The governor just vetoed The 
Funding Formula, which determines how the money 
the school districts gets is divided, so that could 
hold up payments.”

“I am hopeful that we can 
avoid budget impasses in 
the future. Hopefully, this 
has been a warning experi-
ence for our governor and 
our legislators. I am glad that 
we were able to avoid taking 
loans and incurring the cost 
of interest fees. I know other 
districts weren’t as fortunate 
in avoiding this.”

Emma Walinsky
Staff Writer

Airport and train bombed in a terrorist attack
Police and other officials estimate recovery time for Brussels

Bombs in the Zaventem airport and the Maalbeek 
Metro station in Brussels detonated and sent the 

country into a panic March 22.
 An American couple makes up a portion of the 
35 dead; it is estimated that 200 were injured in the 
attacks.
 This death count does not include the three 
suicide bombers. There are two unknown accom-
plices, one from each attack, who were not killed. 
The bomber in the subway was Khalid el-Bakraoui. 
The two bombers who died in the airport attack were 
Brahim el-Bakraoui, brother to Khalid, and Najim 
Laachraoui.
 Laachraoui, the bomb maker, was an accomplice 
of Salah Abdeslam, the main suspect of the Paris at-
tack investigation. A suspected third member of the 
group that attacked the airport was released March 
28, as there was not evidence to place him at the 
crime scene or at the safe house.
 According to the Wall Street Journal, “authorities 
have arrested 18 people, six of whom were charged 
with participation in a terrorist group;” the others 
were released.
 The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) took 
responsibility for the attacks, stating Belgium is “a 
country participating in the international coalition 
against the Islamic State,” according to a statement 
translated by jihadwatch.org.
 According to an in depth examination on long-
warjournal.org, the group threatened “dark days in 
response to [the] aggression against the Islamic 
State, and what is coming is worse and more bitter” 
in its statement.
 U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry responded 
stating, ”We will not be intimidated. We will not be 
deterred. We will not rest until we have eliminated 
your nihilistic beliefs … from the face of this Earth.”
 There are significant connections between the 
Brussels attackers and the Paris attackers. Accord-
ing to “Brussels explosions: What we know about 
airport and metro attacks” by bbc.com, the DNA 
of three of the Paris attackers was found in a safe 
house in Schaerbeek, a suburb of Brussels, along 
with the DNA of Laachraoui.
 The el-Bakraoui brothers also met with Abdeslam, 
arrested for the Paris attacks March 18, in another 

safe house in Forest, a suburb of Brussels. The 
different attacks must have been completed by the 
same strain of members of ISIS.
 Further examination of evidence found in the safe 
houses reveals that TATP, or triacetone triperoxide, 
was the explosive used by both the suicide bomb-
ers in Paris and those in Brussels.
 Public transportation in Brussels was greatly af-
fected, with the Zaventem airport closed until April 
1 and the Brussels subway system temporarily shut 
down. According to the BBC, Eurostar told passen-
gers to allow an extra hour due to security checks.
 The attacks have also affected other western Eu-
ropean countries; the BBC reports French Interior 
Minister Bernard Cazeneuve deployed 1,600 extra 
police officers to airports and border crossings.
 Security in France has been heightened due to 
the fresh wound that is the Paris attack in Novem-
ber. It should be noted that President Fraçois Hol-
lande of France has declared war with the Islamic 
State.
 The New York Times reports that the Eiffel Tower 
in Paris, the World Trade Center in New York and 
other monuments were lit up with the colors of Bel-
gium’s flag. The BBC also reports “the UK’s official 
terrorist threat level remains unchanged at ‘severe,’ 
the second-highest level on a five-point scale.”
 Following the attacks, Belgian Interior Minister 
Jan Jambon declared three days of national mourn-
ing. U.S. President Barack Obama also ordered the 
flags be flown at half-staff for three days.
 In a statement on thewhitehouse.gov, Vice 
President Joe Biden said, “Remember the incred-
ible courage of the Belgian people during World 
War II - the incredible stamina. Nothing’s changed. 
On behalf of the President, I can 
say that we are prepared to 
provide any information, 
capability, technology – 
anything we have that 
can be value-added 
to their fight. And they 
will prevail. They have 
backbones like ram-
rods. They’re not letting 
terrorism win.”

FTK, meaning “For the Kids,” is the famous slo-
gan and central idea behind Penn State Univer-

sity’s THON program.
 THON, established in 1973, is an annual 
student-run event that raises money for children 
and families that have been impacted by pediatric 
cancer. 
 For the past two years, PAHS has organized a 
Mini-THON that raises money for the Four Dia-
monds Fund, the organization behind supplying 
families with financial aid and support.
 The members and advisers of the community 
service clubs and Mini-THON committee plan and 
organize the annual event. It was held February 27 
from 2-10 p.m. in both of the high school’s gyms.
 Mr. Nathan Halenar, English teacher and Key 
Club adviser, Mr. Ben O’Brien, science teacher 
and Key Club co-adviser and Mr. William Rhoads, 
math teacher and Student Council adviser, had their 
hands in making Mini-THON an annual event. 
 “I think things went well although we obviously 
missed the band for attendance purposes,” Mr. 
Halenar said. “To be able to raise almost $5,000 to 
donate to such a worthy cause is a commendable 
event for all involved.”
 Mini-THON provided students an opportunity to 
change a child’s life. The students competed in vari-
ous activities such as a beanbag toss and volleyball 
games.
 They were also able to have the unique chance 
to write letters to children staying at the Penn State 
Hershey Medical Hospital and send them kind 
words of encouragement. 
 Sophomore Luke Joyce and senior Mitchell 

Robison beat seniors Alyssa Kondrack and Delaney 
Golden in the beanbag tournament.
 The winning volleyball team consisted of juniors 
Jordan Abdo, Justin Abdo, Kyra Schenk and Eric 
Wapinsky and seniors Anthony Angelichio and Sa-
die Cresswell.
 “It’s fun to be in the Mini-THON volleyball tourna-
ment with all of my friends. We get to play against 
the rest of our friends, and I like just being able to 
play without any stress,” junior Kyra Schenk said. 
“We won the tournament two years in a row and I 
wouldn’t want to be on a team with anyone else.”
 Even if a student did not compete in any of the 
games, he still had numerous opportunities to have 
an exciting day.
 DJ Dave Smith played all of the latest hits for 
students to dance and sing along to. Face painting 
sessions and refreshments were also available for 
purchase, as well as a photo booth for students to 
take pictures in.
 “My favorite activity at Mini-THON was the volley-
ball tournament because of the competition,” senior 
Elizabeth Walters said. “This year’s Mini-THON was 
better [than the first] because we were able to raise 
more money.” 
 To raise money leading up to the event, members 
of Key Club sold Mini-THON quarter zips and T-
shirts. Students were asked to wear this clothing to 
Mini-THON as a sort of spirit wear.
 Some members of Key Club canned to collect 
money at the football and basketball games. Most of 
the annual dues that club members pay were also 
donated.
 At the end of the night, the total amount of money 
donated was $4,712.42.
 They raised $803.57 more this year than was 
raised at the first Mini-THON. 

Students raise money and awareness at the annual Mini-THON
Emma Walinksy
Staff Writer

 All of the proceeds will now be donated to the 
Four Diamonds Fund at PSU Hershey Medical 
Center.
 If one did not attend this year’s Mini-THON, there 
is still time to donate online at http://fourdiamonds.
donordrive.com/. 
 “Mr. Rhoads, Mr. O’Brien and I are contemplating 
several changes to entice more student participa-
tion. We will know more as to what we are chang-
ing after our upcoming Mini-THON meetings,” Mr. 
Halenar said. 

PREPARE — Senior Shaniya Walker paints se-
nior Elizabeth Walters’ face at the second annual 
Mini-THON. This year’s Mini-THON raised almost 
five thousand dollars. “Mini-THON is important 
to me because it creates a peace of mind for the 
childrens’ families knowing costs are being cov-
ered. We sold quarter zips and T-shirts to raise 
extra money,” Walters said.

Photo by Becky Staller 
Photography Coordinator

Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel
Superintendent

Mr. Howard Merrick
PAHS Teacher

Ms. Tiffany Reedy
PAHS Principal



tide lines
April 11, 2016 76 tide lines

April 11, 2016

1978
2001

2001
2003

2007
2008

2014

Oprah Winfrey becomes the first female 
African American news anchor, and eventually 

becomes the first African American woman 
billionaire

Hillary Clinton becomes the first American 
first lady to ever win a  public office seat

Angelina Jolie becomes a Goodwill 
Ambassador for the UN Refugee Agency

Mother Theresa is named a saint

JK Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows becomes the fastest-selling book ever, 

selling 2.65 million copies in 24 hours

Sarah Palin becomes the first Republican 
female to run for Vice President

Emma Watson makes her infamous speech 
as the UN Women’s Goodwill Ambassador, and 

founds the HeForShe organization

1848

1850
1904

1932
1946

1955
1961

Susan B. Anthony fights for women’s right 
to vote at the Seneca Falls Convention

Helen Keller becomes the first blind 
woman to graduate from college

Amelia Earhart is the first woman to fly 
solo across the Atlantic

Eleanor Roosevelt is elected head of the 
United Nations Human Rights Convention

Audrey Hepburn stars in the iconic film 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Feminism is a dirty word in society; its ideas are ignored 
with pressing ridicule and claims the qualities are unde-

sirable. These arguments alone explain why feminism is still 
an important movement.
 Although 1 in 6 American women have been a victim 
of rape or attempted rape, 54% of rapes go unreported, 
according to a study conducted by the National Institute 
of Justice Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The 
victim is generally blamed instead of the rapist. “These 
boys will have to live with this for the rest of their lives;” this is 
never used as a defense for any other type of criminal.
 Somehow “she was asking for it” is a valid claim, yet 
male rape victims are never asked what they wore.
 And when women are raped, they are often denied 
the right to an abortion. 77% of anti-abortion leaders are 
men, according to Planned Parenthood, though women’s 
health, such as their choice to have a safe abortion and 
contraceptives, do not affect men.
 Feminism is overlooked through stereotypes. We are told 
feminists are angry, hairy, ugly women. This insult pushes 
men to misjudge feminism; it also is an example why femi-
nism is still relevant. Instead of fixing these issues women 
face, many use gender roles to justify denial of rights.
 Gender roles aid understanding the movement today, 
focusing on the effects on both genders and on society. 
Women and men are pushed to fit the mold of ideal exag-
gerated traditional masculine and feminine qualities.
 Men cannot over-groom, be physically weak or act 
semi-feminine. Girls are told how to act, warned that they 
will never get a boyfriend if they have short hair, dress in 
dark colors, have muscle definition or even act “bossy.”
 The pushing of these roles is seated in homophobia. If 
a man does not follow these roles, even just slightly, he is 
called gay and must prove his masculinity. It affects wom-
en as well, compelling them to remain groomed, dress as 
femininely as possible, and keep their hair long to prove 
their sexuality even when they would prefer different styles.
 Roles contradict the idea of people being themselves. 
A man’s sensitivity makes him considered to be gay. A 
woman’s short hair leads people to believe she is gay; she 
might just prefer her hair short. This pushes people away 
from accepting who they are and doing what they enjoy.
 Gender roles are the origin of many issues women have 
faced through history, whether it was denial of voting 
rights, workplace discrimination or reproductive rights. Un-
derstanding how roles affect both genders is necessary to 
understand feminism as a movement of equality.

For Feminism
Even Merriam-Webster has two contradicting defini-

tions for feminism; it is listed as the belief that men and 
women should have equal rights and opportunities and 
also the organized activity in support of women’s rights 
and interests. Those statements contradict each other, 
which shows the contrast between the first two waves of 
feminism and the third wave, what the word feminism is 
associated with today.
 Feminism today evokes images of angry, male-hating 
women who complain about their gender being op-
pressed even as they oppress the opposite gender.
 A poll run by the Huffington Post, including the opinions 
of 1,000 adults randomly selected from YouGov’s online 
panel, found that only 16 percent of men and 23 percent 
of women in America identify as feminists. That same poll 
had follow-up questions, one of which asked if people 
agree with the statement, “Men and women should be 
social, political and economic equals.” Eighty-two per-
cent of people agreed with this statement. If 82 percent 
of people agree with the original core belief of feminism 
but only 39 percent of people are feminists, doesn’t that 
show there is a difference between the beast feminism 
has evolved into and the original values of feminism?
 Females are not being oppressed in America. As ex-
plained in “My Journey to Recovery After Rape” on 
avoiceformen.com, oppression has tell tale signs like bull-
whips and chains; like gas chambers and death camps. It 
is explained as a void of compassion that is dehumanizing 
to the oppressed and the oppressor. If this is oppression, 
women in America are not oppressed.
 If anything, males are viewed as lesser. There are safe 
houses dotting the country for females who have been 
abused or raped, but there are few for males. A victim 
recounted his experience trying to find counseling on 
avoiceformen.com, the website of the Men’s Human 
Rights Movement (MHRM). According to the article pub-
lished, he soon realized “if you’re a man, there is not that 
support. There are few books. In most areas there are no 
groups, no shelters, no government-sponsored initiatives.”
 Despite feminism not being necessary in America, it 
is necessary in other countries. I am not saying that the 
entire feminism movement is irrelevant. I believe that the 
movement has overstayed its welcome in America.
It was desperately needed in the 1920s, but the term femi-
nism has recently turned into pessimists’ most overused 
word.

Against Feminism
By: Alexa Biddle

         Editor-in-Chief

Important Women Now

Important Women Then

-Paige Fellows, Senior -Katrina Whalen, Senior

“I dressed up as Rosie 
the Riveter for Halloween 
because I believe she 
had a great  impact on 
females in the workforce 
during World War II.” “Audrey Hepburn is classic elegance to me. 

I dressed up as her for Halloween because I 
always loved her movies as a kid.”
 -Julia Rismiller, Senior

“I like Cleopatra because she had a fascinating 
life and only answered to herself. She was 
a powerful female ruler before that was 
common.” -Lucy Murray, Senior

“Women in the army 
represent the strength 
and determination that 
our gender has worked 
so hard to gain the 
reputation for.”

“I recently started watching Gossip Girl and 
fell in love with Serena. She’s very confident 
and I love the way she dresses.” 
 -Jessica Turnitza, Sophomore

“Kim Kardashian’s self confidence inspires 
me because when everyone seems to be 
putting her down, she blows it off and stays 
fabulous.” -Ashley Pogash, SeniorWomen’s History Month

The ThreeWaves of Feminism

Female Role Models By: Jared Williard, Staff Writer

By: Gillian Revenis, Staff Writer
THE FIRST WAVE 
 The first wave of feminism took place in the late 
19th century to the early 20th century. It was known 
as the political movement for women. The first 
wave focused on women gaining political power, 
and owning property, as well as women’s suffrage, 
otherwise known as the right for women to vote. 
Women such as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton organized monumental events like 
the Seneca Falls Convention which took place in 
1848. This wave ended when the 19th amendment 
passed and women were allowed to vote, accord-
ing to www.pacificu.edu.

THE SECOND WAVE 
 Around the 1960s, just after World War II, the social 
movement took place, right in the midst of other move-
ments like the civil rights and students’ rights move-
ments. During this time period of reform, the second 
wave of feminism came about. It basically started as 
a reaction to sexism in the workplace, as women were 
all expected to work as a teacher or a nurse. Women 
began to fight for gender equality in society, such as 
equal job opportunities and higher salaries. This brought 
on many strikes and protests in the name of feminism. 
This movement founded so many things we have to-
day, like women’s crisis centers and abortion clinics. 

THE THIRD WAVE
 The third wave of feminism is the one we know so 
well today. Known as the “individual” movement, 
it began in the ‘90s, and isn’t quite over yet. Today, 
feminism fights for the rights of the individual: equal 
pay at work and social equality as a whole. This 
movement also aims at ending objectification and 
challenging the stereotypical female. Nowadays, 
women are not expected to have a certain per-
sonality or appearance.
 More information about the three waves of femi-
nism can be found at www.pacific.edu. 

 Everyone has a certain someone she looks up to. 
For feminists, some female celebrities are worthy 
icons, while others set back feminism as a whole 
and should not be considered role models.
 Caitlyn Jenner is a transgender woman, previous-
ly known as Bruce Jenner, an Olympic gold-med-
alist decathlete. Jenner came out as transgender 
in April 2015, before transitioning on September 25, 
2015. Jenner has her own show on the E! Network, 
discussing her gender transition, titled “I Am Cait.” 
Jenner has been a prominent role model for citizens 
within the LGBT and transgender communities. 

 Emma Watson, who starred as main character Herm-
ione Granger in the Harry Potter movie franchise, is 
another notable role model. She is a UN Women Good-
will Ambassador and started a UN Women campaign 
called HeForShe, which promotes gender equality. 
 While some role models today are good, there are 
plenty of bad ones. The Kardashian-Jenner family has 
gotten famous for doing nothing. Just because the Kar-
dashian sisters have a TV show on which they party and 
go about their daily celebrity lives does not mean they 
are individuals worth idolizing. 
 Miley Cyrus is another poor role model. Most people 

recognize her as Hannah Montana, but since the 
show ended in 2011, she’s become crazy. Her 
break-up with actor Liam Hemsworth, which led 
to Cyrus’ decline in mental health, led to Cyrus 
drastically cutting her long brown hair and dying 
it blonde. Cyrus is constantly seen smoking illegal 
drugs and cigars, including a video of her smok-
ing one on her Instagram page. Miley used to be 
“America’s Sweetheart” with everyone knowing her 
songs. If “Party in the U.S.A.” came on, one would 
not hesitate to sing along. Now, she has become a 
shell of who she used to be. 

By: DeAnna Stevenson
                  Staff Writer

Graphics by Abbey Kostyal, Production Editor-in-Chief
and Samantha Disabella, Production Editor-in-Chief

Harriet Tubman guides her first family 
through the Underground Railroad

Rosa Parks refuses to give up her bus 
seat to a white passenger
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Cromyak participates in “pinning cancer”
Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief Tayah Moore

Editor-in-ChiefWith a $5,000 goal, $4,798 raised and 68 
heartwarming donations so far - this is just 

one person helping “pin cancer.”
 According to pincancer.org, Pin Cancer is a call 
to action to help defeat the world’s toughest oppo-
nent by rallying the greater U.S. wrestling commu-
nity in the fight against cancer. There are several 
different ways to raise money in the organization: 
flat donations, Pin Cancer events, gear sales, 
Wrestle For A Cure campaigns and sponsorships. 
All money raised is donated to St. Jude’s Children 
Research Hospital.
 This charity was started in 2011 by a former 
Bloomsburg University wrestler, Dan Tramontozzi, 
due to his mom being diagnosed with Stage 3C 
ovarian cancer. He did this with the help of his 
roomate at the time.
 After going to a wrestling tournament and seeing 
someone fundraising for the charity, one of Potts-
ville Area High School’s wrestlers decided to take 
on the challenge to take down cancer.
 “My family and I were at the Super 32 Tourna-
ment with other families from the team and my par-
ents saw a Pin Cancer fundraiser and they didn’t 
know what it was. They picked up a pamphlet 
and started talking to the guy at the stand,” senior 
Nathan Cromyak said. “He thoroughly explained 
everything and persuaded my family and I to make 
a page.”
 As of March 30, Cromyak had raised $4,798, 
raising his goal four times from the first goal which 
was set at $1,000. He has done this through the 
online software that wrestlers around the country 
can use. These profiles are open to the general 
public for donations.
 Cromyak also was the first wrestler this season 
to raise over $2,500 by himself out of all wrestlers 
participating in this season’s fundraising. His fun-
drasing for this year will come to a close in August.
 Several schools helped Cromyak fund research, 
also. Spartan Wrestling North Schuylkill Elemen-
tary Cares donated $513.00 at an away wrestling 
match against North Schuylkill, where Cromyak 
was presented with the ceremonial check.  

 Schuylkill Haven Elementary School had a 
dress down day, raising $215.00; Pottsville Area 
School District had a dress down day, raising 
$711.00; TKΔ canned at the high school Pottsville-
Blue Mountain wrestling match, raising $380.00; 
and Student Council donated $300.00.
 Cromyak stated that he dedicated his part in the 
Pin Cancer fundraiser to a woman by the name of 
Patti Freiler, who died of cancer.
 “I dedicated to Patti Freiler because she was the 
most important and loved person in my life. She 
has shaped me into the man I am today. Now, she 
is my guardian angel and everyday motivation. It’s 
a nice way to honor someone who changed my 
life,” Cromyak said.
 Every single donation counts, and Cromyak 
greatly appreciates them.
 “Honestly when I first made the page, I thought 
I would make $500 at the very most. Due to the 
overwhelming support, I have raised my goal three 
times. Currently I have raised over $4,000 and 
have provided one person with a day of cancer 
treatment. One day of cancer treatment is $2,500. 
My next goal is $5,000. Hopefully with the grow-
ing support of my fundraiser, I will be able to reach 
this goal,” Cromyak said. 

RECEIVE — Expressing gratitude for a dona-
tion, senior Nate Cromyak embraces a North 
Schuylkill Elementary representative. Cromyak 
went above and beyond his Pin Cancer goal 
multiple times. “I think my Pin Cancer fund-
raiser is going great,” Cromyak said. 

Plot-twisted Super Bowl 50 has me wondering if everything 
within professional sports is an honest process. 

 Super Bowl 50 took place in Levi’s Stadium, which is the 
home of the San Francisco 49ers. The two final teams left to 
fight for bragging rights of who’s “top dog” were the powerful 
defensive Denver Broncos and the exceptional offensive 
Carolina Panthers. 
 A well-known name from the Panthers is Cam Newton, who 
has been their starting quarterback since 2011. One could also 
hear him called “Superman” or “Super Cam.” He ended the 
2015-16 NFL season with 35 passing touchdowns. 
 Two of Newton’s significant accomplishments this season 
included 10 rushing touchdowns and 636 total rushing yards, 
according to www.nfl.com. He is the first player in NFL history 
to throw 30-plus touchdown passes and rush for 10. According 
to NBC Sports, Newton won MVP in a landslide, getting 48 
first-place votes. He also beat Antonio Brown (10 votes) for 
Offensive Player of the Year. 
 I thought Carolina had it all in the bag since the beginning of 
playoffs. Their regular season record was 14-1, and their only 
loss was by one possession. Their offense was successful, 
especially since they were led by Cam Newton. 
 Yes, Denver went into the Super Bowl with the league’s 
number one ranked defense, led by Von Miller and DeMarcus 
Ware, who had 11 and 7.5 sacks respectively, but I thought 
Carolina’s offense could face the challenge. Most critics 
based their opinions of the defense’s ability on the AFC 
championship, where Tom Brady, the New England Patriots 
quarterback, was hit 20 times.
 In a surprise to most, including me, the Broncos defense 
took over the game. The Panthers did not have a horrible 
game, but they were not playing to their ability. Cam Newton 
overthrew 10 of his passes due to being blitzed 25 times. 
Newton was also sacked four times, and that led to two 
fumbles. Nobody was expecting this out of Newton, especially 
in a big game like the Super Bowl.
 People get excited for the Super Bowl, and one could have 
possibly heard from his friends and family or from posts on 
social media about how boring the Super Bowl was. Others 
thought it just did not make sense, or it was rigged.
 One scenario that could point to potential rigging had to do 
with the fact that Cam Newton’s year was “too great” to win 
the Super Bowl as well as Super Bowl 50 MVP — he already 
won Offensive Player of the Year and was the overall NFL 
MVP, so one thought was that “the NFL would not let him win 
everything.” He also would have made history if the Panthers 
would have won the Super Bowl because he would have been 
only the third person in NFL history to win the Super Bowl and 
get league MVP.
 Questioning occurred after news about Peyton Manning 
retiring started flying throughout the sports world. Things were 
said like, “The NFL just wanted Peyton Manning to retire flying 
off into the sunset with another Super Bowl win, he deserves 
it.”  
 In a way, I could see this all being true. If I were Peyton 
Manning, retiring right after a Super Bowl win would feel 
golden. What made me consider it being rigged the most was 
the fact that Cam Newton was so successful and just totally 
went downhill during the finale; it just seemed unrealistic. 
 Even if it was rigged, Super Bowl 50 is long gone, no one 
can do anything about it now. Peyton Manning is already far 
off into the sunset with a happy retirement.

More facts about Cam Newton and Super Bowl 50 can 
be found at: 
http://www.nfl.com/player/camnewton/2495455/
careerstats
http://www.nfl.com/superbowl/50

Super Bowl 50: All 
real or all rigged?Fundraiser successful due to the help of fellow peers and adults

Photo courtesy of Stacie Cromyak

As an undefeated team, the varsity boys’ 
basketball team draws large crowds to all 

its games. To many people’s surprise, the high 
school’s student section usually ends up being the 
least enthused out of all the fans. PAHS has been 
known for its school pride, so why is the support 
for the basketball teams an exception?
 The boys’ team ended its season with a record 
of 28-1, and the girls had a record of 23-6. With 
these statistics, one would think the student 
body’s pride would be through the roof – 
but that is not the case. Surprisingly, 
the student section managed 
to bring an average-size 
group of people to the state 
playoffs for the boys. So why 
not bring that spirit all the way through the 
season? For such a successful team, the student 
section could not match its intensity this year.
 Not only did the student body miss many 
games, the games they did attend consisted of in-
appropriate and negative chants. Student sections 
in the past have cheered on the Tide players and 
cheered in a positive manner against the oppos-
ing teams’ student sections. This year, the student 
section turned to negative and demeaning cheers, 
chanting them at several different teams, primarily 
our rival team, the Blue Mountain Eagles.
 In years past, basketball games were more than 
just a social event. A majority of students came, 
and between the pep band and the student sec-
tion, their Tide pride was almost too big for Martz 
Hall. 
 “In my four years of high school, our student 

section is easily one of my favorite memories,” 
2013 graduate Emily Comisac said. “It not only 
motivated our classmates on the court or field, it 
also brought all the students cheering closer to-
gether. It disappoints me to see the weak student 
sections now. These current students don’t know 
what they’re missing out on.”
 In addition to neglecting tradition, this year’s 
student section consisted of many middle school 
students. In years past, that would have been 
unheard of, but this year it seemed to need all 
the students it could get. Although this 

broke tradition, the middle school 
students did boost the noise 
and spirit level, which the 
student section desperately 
needed.
 “I think the energy and 
participation of the student 

section was pitiful,” senior J.J. 
Spehrley said. “We needed all the 

people we could get to make up for the 
kids that would just stand there or not show 

up at all. Middle school students like to be loud, 
and whether or not it’s traditional, that’s what we 
needed.”
 For how discouraging the student section for 
boys’ games was, the girls’ games student sec-
tions were even more pitiful. Even the seniors 
failed to show up to most of their games.
  It’s no secret boys’ teams are favored, but a 
team as good as the girls’ basketball team de-
served more support.
 It is apparent that this year’s student sections 
lacked spirit and students, but for most students 
at Pottsville, there is time for improvement. Hope-
fully for upcoming seasons over the next couple 
of years, the student body can make a student 
section they can be proud of, including more stu-
dents and positive cheers.

Student section lacks spirit during basketball
Guest Written by Sophie Murray
Hi-S-Potts Index staffer

Graphic by Samantha Disabella
Production Editor-in-Chief



tide lines
April 11, 2016 9

Jackson Gunelson
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Mr. Merrick takes over boys’ tennis team
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With 67 combined victories and 14 losses through-
out their regular seasons, the 2016 winter sports 

teams’ seasons were filled with triumphs such as 
records broken, championships won and expectations 
surpassed. Some of the moments from the winter 
sports season that deserve to be recognized are: 

1. Boys’ and Girls’ basketball teams
• Both the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams made it to 
the second round of state playoffs.
• Seniors Sadie Cresswell and Jordan Melochick 
reached 1000+ points.
• The boys’ varsity basketball team had an undefeat-
ed regular season and won the Schuylkill League 
and District XI championships.
• Sophomore Ian Renninger dunked three times dur-
ing the Schuylkill League Championship against Blue 
Mountain. 
• The boys’ team also beat the Eagles all four times 
they played (twice in the regular season, once in 
League playoffs and once in District XI playoffs).
• The girls made it to the District XI final for the first 
time since 2006.

2. Boys’ and Girls’ Swimming and Diving
• Sophomore Angela Eckert, first-year swimmer, 
placed first in the 50-yard freestyle at the Schuylkill 
League meet. 
• Junior Sarah Corse-Campion broke the PAHS 
team record for the 200-yard freestyle and won gold 
in the 100-yard freestyle during the Schuylkill League 
meet.
• Junior Chase Alisauckas and senior Delaney 
Golden both medaled at the Schuylkill League diving 
meet.
• All together, the boys’ swimming team won 13 med-
als at the District XI meet.
• Both the boys’ and girls’ teams were runners-up in 
the Schuylkill League.

3. Wrestling
• The team finished with an undefeated Division 1 
season for the first time since 1984.
• Senior Luke Gardner placed first at the Schuylkill 
League tournament and finished second at regionals, 
advancing to the state tournament in Hershey. Not 
one wrestler has made it this far since 2003. Gardner 
finished 5th in his 145-pound weight class. Gardner 
has also committed to Penn State University. 
• Wrestlers clinched their first dual league title in 32 
years.
• Even though they came up short by one point, the 
team took runner-up at the Schuylkill League tour-
nament.

Winter sports excel 
in 2016 seasons 

Athlete of the Issue: Sarah Corse-Campion

If you could try a new sport, what would you like to try?

I would want to try kickboxing. It uses a lot of energy and gets you very fit, but I don’t think I’d be 
aggressive enough to actually do it. It would still be fun to try, though.

What advice would you give to your future self? 

I would tell my future self to not stress about the little things in life.

What is your go-to music genre? What is your favorite song to listen to? 

My go-to genre is grunge. I have liked grunge ever since I was younger. I think my go-to song is Nutshell 
by Alice in Chains, but when I need to get pumped, I listen to hip-hop and something like Jumpman by 
Drake.  
 
What is the most exciting thing you’ve done in school so far this year?

I really liked going on the trip to Penn State Schuylkill. It provided me with information for my future and 
I got real life experience on the campus. It was really cool because I got to hold a tarantula; that was my 
favorite part of the trip. 

What is your favorite part of the swim season?

I love the postseason because practices are a lot more fun and we begin to taper (reducing exercise and 
intensity before a big meet) to prepare for districts. 

When you are not busy with school or sports, what do you like to do with your free time?

I hang out with my dog, go shopping or hang out with my friends. I also really love to go on long walks to 
relax. 

What were your initial feelings after you broke the 200 free record? Who do you have to 
thank for helping you achieve your goals for this season?

I was so ecstatic that it finally happened, and it really made me want to work even harder than I already 
am. I would like to thank all of my past coaches and my present coaches, Mr. Greg Schuettler and Mr. 
Ned Hampford.

Compiled by Emma Walinsky
Staff Writer

Following English teacher Mr. Andrew Smink’s 
decision to stop coaching boys’ tennis, the 

athletic department needed a replacement within 
the district. The first person to step up to the plate, 
or rather the court, was Mr. Howard Merrick, 
history teacher and lifelong tennis player. Tennis 
will be joining golf on the list of sports Mr. Merrick 
coaches at the high school.
 “[Tennis is] a great sport and Pottsville has great 
courts,” Mr. Merrick said. “I coach golf in the fall, 
but I’m not really busy in the spring, so I figured 
that I would coach [tennis] too.”
 Part of Mr. Merrick’s plan is to rebuild the entire 
tennis program, not by changing functionality, 
but instead starting from ground zero in order to 
build a good team. Through upcoming practice 
sessions, Mr. Merrick plans to learn the team’s 
strengths and weaknesses and develop ways to 
improve both enjoyability and general skills.
 Many of the players on last year’s team gradu-
ated, causing the current team to be cut down 
quite a bit. Mr. Merrick does not seem to be wor-
ried, however, as he is encouraged to see where 
the team goes and that the current players seem 
to be excited about this year’s season.
 “Tennis, like golf, is a lifelong sport and it 
seemed like it was the right choice for me to 

coach,” Mr. Merrick said. “I want to spread the 
experience of tennis to students, so it felt like the 
right sport for me [to coach].” 
 There is some discussion concerning Mr. Mer-
rick’s upcoming retirement, but Mr. Merrick has 
stated that his retirement will not affect his coach-
ing, and he plans to continue coaching both golf 
and tennis into retirement. Mr. Merrick’s biggest 
goal at the moment is to get the tennis team on 
the right track. 
 “Well at first I was kind of worried because Mr. 
Smink is the only tennis coach I have ever had,” 
junior Charlie Bechtel said. “But now I’m excited to 
see what changes will be made and what the new 
season holds in terms of experiences.”
 Despite the lack of wins last year, the current 
team remains optimistic about the 2016 season. 
The inclusion of Mr. Merrick is a major change in 
the tennis team, but most members seem to be 
enthusiastic about this season. 
 “This upcoming tennis season is going to be 
exciting for all members participating,” junior John 
Mason said. “We get to see how the new coach 
helps us learn and get better, and we get to play 
matches outside the Berks League. There are a 
bunch of returning members on the team, and 
that is great for morale to see everyone come out 
again. I think overall this season is going to be a 
great one.”

Photo by Becky Staller 
Photography Coordinator

Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief

New coach brings enthusiasm for the upcoming season
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iPad deal will end in 
complete failure
Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-Chief

There were plenty rumors floating around 
saying that the school board was planning 

on making a deal with Apple to give every 
student in the district an iPad for in-school use. 
While the rumor has been around for a while, it 
was not until March 4 when it was confirmed in 
a Republican Herald article with details on the 
deal. The problem is that students absolutely 
do not need this technology. Even in the upper 
grade levels, the purchase is useless and will 
more than likely reveal itself as a complete flop.
 The deal itself is that every student in the 
district, elementary school included, will receive 
an iPad for academic use. This purchase will 
cost about $1.6 million, which while cheap for 
iPads is still a large expense that no one was 
asking for. For an area going through financial 
struggles, spending $1.6 million on what are 
essentially toys is ridiculous.
 While the choice to purchase these iPads 
has been in the works for a few years as a plan 
for “improving” education, it does not mean it 
was a good plan. This new deal saves about 
$600,000 from the original proposition of $2.2 
million, but that is still a large amount of money 
for something that is not necessary for anyone.
The educational aspect of the deal is important 
to consider, but really, how much are iPads go-
ing to help anyone? They feel like a cop-out for 
lazy teachers who do not want to actually teach 
their classes.
 The iPads are also a huge liability on their 
own. They are small and lightweight — easy 
to steal and easy to break. While it would be a 
good exercise in responsibility, small children 
should not be held accountable if they acciden-
tally spill food on expensive pieces of equip-
ment. The whole purpose of buying the iPads 
was to give students unable to afford technolo-
gy the ability to use iPads. The only problem is 
if one of the iPads breaks for whatever reason, 
that means a large fine for the families that 
cannot afford it. 
 While the equipment is coming at a severely 
reduced price, the simple truth is that it is a 
mostly unnecessary change that very few 
people were asking for. The upgrade would 
have had to be made eventually, but the time 
is not now. Young children never need iPads, 
especially for learning, and older students have 
far more viable options available. The decision 
is unlikely to have many positive results.

Phones help improve study 
habits among modern students

A popular opinion among adults is that phones are 
useless and keep the current generation from 

doing anything productive. Though some apps may 
make this true, such as social media and games, 
many tools that smartphones provide can aid in a 
student’s study habits and work ethic. These apps 
do more than make flashcards; they help keep 
students working, help create good essays and 
simplify research.

Pomodoro

 A productivity technique inspired by a kitchen ap-
pliance, The Pomodoro Technique was discovered 
in the ‘80s by a college student when looking for a 
more effective way to get work accomplished. The 
mechanics are simple: three timers, the pomodoro 
duration, short break and long break. The pomodoro 
lasts 25 minutes during which one is to do work. 
The short break lasts for five minutes and follows 
every 25 minutes of work. The long break lasts for 
15 minutes and is awarded after four completed po-
modoro durations. The app offers features such as 
the timers and the option for background run, along 
with pausing and time adjustment. It’s a simple yet 
effective way to finish any work and helps improve 
one’s overall productivity. The app is designed to 
help one complete work and avoid distraction while 
giving the user breaks in between. The 25 minutes 
of undistracted work become easy to slip into, and, 
honestly, I used this app to finish this article. The 
Pomodoro Technique was modified into multiple 
apps, each offering varied layouts and prices. Most 
are free on the App Store, and all versions are free 
on Google Play store.  

Mindly 

 Mindly is an app with a simple design and a 
simple purpose: to help the user eliminate clutter of 
ideas and concepts and focus on the task at hand. 
The minimalistic layout contains circles, thin lines 
and color schemes which only furthers its pur-
pose in helping the user to focus. It can be used to 

structure thoughts, gather ideas, plan projects and 
prepare essays. The app, though simplistic in style, 
can be a great aid to a visual learner. Other features 
include attaching notes to further elaborate on a 
topic, picture options, iCloud support and passcode. 
Mindly is free on the App Store and on Google Play, 
offering optional in-app purchase of the full version 
of the app. 

Instapaper

 Instapaper is a helpful app for research, doing 
homework while out and casual reading. Instapaper 
saves articles, .pdf files, textbook pages and any 
non-social media website with published works. 
The reason why Instapaper makes research easier 
is that it minimizes clutter of advertisements and 
external links and stores articles for offline access. 
The app not only cleans up the text, but also allows 
the user to adjust font, font size, spacing and color 
themes. Other features include full text search of 
saved articles, highlighting, notes, text-to-text narra-
tion, tilt scroll and speed reading. Instapaper is free 
on the App Store and on Google Play and offers 
three months of Instapaper Premium for $2.99 and 
one year for $29.99.

DeAnna Stevenson
Staff Writer
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Academic edits affect all scholars involved

The decision to change the grading scale and 
National Honor Society was a needed change; 

however, it cuts many people off. Especially with the 
changes to the grading scale, many students who 
would greatly benefit from the change are not able 
to get the benefits. 
 Likewise, many incoming students will not go 
through the same high school experience 
that current students are going 
through. Though 
it seems 
like a minor 
change, it does 
affect everyone.
 For those who 
do not know, next 
year’s grading scale is going 
to change the current system (94-
100 As, 84-93 Bs, etc.) to an even 10-point 
difference (90-100 As, 80-89 Bs, etc.). This change 
may seem minor, but the larger range for letter 
grades makes a huge difference. Many students 
struggle to earn that extra point, so changing the 
grading scale sounds like a good idea; that is, until 
it is revealed that this change in particular will take 
effect with the incoming freshmen.
 One possible reason that the school district is re-
fraining from disrupting grades for current students 
is that it would radically change eligibility for the 

National Honor Society. Changing the letter grades 
of high-level students would drastically increase the 
amount of students eligible to apply for the Honor 
Society. The only real question is why the school 
district is so determined not to disrupt a system that 
is going through its own changes.
 Speaking of National Honor Society, NHS is 
currently in the process of changing from admitting 
the top 10 or 20 students in the junior and senior 
classes to admitting a percentage. Not only are the 
numbers changing, but the requirements are shifting 

from purely academic 
to a combination 
of scholarly and 
extracurricular 
achievements. 
The change 
from evaluat-
ing a student’s 
worth based 
on statistics to 
determining actual 
character shows 

that NHS is on a path 
of improvement. Out of the 

major changes to academics, this is surely better for 
everyone involved.
 In this time of change, remember that it is ulti-
mately for the best, and that any problems with the 
upcoming program are bound to change as time 
goes on. Both the grading scale and NHS were in 
dire need of improvement, and it just so happens to 
affect current students in a different way than it will 
affect future students. 

Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-Chief
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STUDY — Sophomore Ethan Androshick uses Po-
modoro to help with homework. “The app is unique 
in its ways of helping a student study,” Androshick 
said. Apps such as Pomodoro and many more are 
becoming increasingly useful for many students, 
and as technology improves, so do resources.

Most changes seem to be for the best, but still crucial to consider

Graphic by Liz Garraway
Production Staffer
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Teenagers should not be 
using dating apps
Jared Williard
Staff Writer

Students share exaggerations of 
2016 election candidates
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Lack of black nominations 
brews controversy
Taylor Brigade
Staff Writer

Some teenagers are by no means 
ready to grow up. Growing up 

both intimidates and excites this gen-
eration of adolescents. Part of grow-
ing up that can scare this generation 
is dating. It is fair to say that relation-
ships can be confusing.
 Cell phones are used excessively 
in modern times, and many contain 
dozens of apps. One of the most pop-
ular apps on the iPhone and Sam-
sung App Store is Tinder, placing 61st 
on the top 100 free apps downloaded 
the most on Apple’s App Store.
 “While I myself do not use dating 
apps because I don’t need to, I do 
think that dating apps are dan-
gerous because you never 
really know who’s real and 
who’s not,” junior Rhiannon 
Daniels said. “If they are 
real, they might be a serial 
killer. You never know.” 
 Tinder was created in 
September 2012 by Sean Rad, 
Justin Manteen, Jonathan Badeen, 
Joe Munoz, Whitney Wolfe and Chris 
Glyczynski. The application currently 
has over 50 million members and has 
been translated into 40 languages.
 Over 10 million people use the app 
daily, and research done by Global-
WebIndex showed that 42% of Tinder 
users are already in relationships 
prior to downloading the app.
 “I think Tinder is just a bad idea in 
general,” Daniels said. “The worst 

part is that there’s people who use it, 
and some of them lie and cheat on 
their partners with people who they 
met online from 50 miles away.”
 Tinder allows users to make a 
profile and gives them the option 
to swipe left or right on other users’ 
photos. Swiping left means he is not 
interested in the person, swiping right 
means he is interested. If both users 
swipe right on each other, they have 
the option to start chatting. Chatting 
allows users to share photos as well. 
What should be something complete-
ly innocent could turn into something 
extremely disturbing.
 Apps like Tinder make respect and 
decency completely disappear. Tinder 
has a reputation for being used solely 
to send inappropriate pictures, not for 

meeting and talking to a potential 
boyfriend or girlfriend. Sending 

inappropriate pictures, as 
many Tinder users do, is 
utterly disgusting. No one in 
his right mind would want to 
see disturbing pictures like 
that. 

 One also sets himself up for 
possibly being catfished, which is 

when one uses someone else’s im-
age to attract people to him. Catfish-
ing is a real crime and so common 
that it spawned its own TV show on 
MTV. 
 “I think dating apps are just as dan-
gerous as the real world,” sophomore 
Sadie Michel said. “People aren’t 
always who they say they are, so you 
have to be careful. I think that it is 
weird for high schoolers to use dating 
apps.”

Racism always seems to be a 
great problem in pop culture; as 

political correctness becomes ex-
ponentially stricter, the line between 
“racist” and “not racist” becomes 
finer. Now one of the most well 
known events in pop culture had to 
respond to accusations of racism.
 The Academy Awards® is an 
award ceremony to congratulate 
exceptional actors, actresses and 
other members of the motion picture 
entertainment business. This annual 
ceremony has been around for over 
eight decades, giving awards for all 
sorts of categories from Best Picture 
to Best Costume Design.
 For the past two years, there have 
been no African Americans nominat-
ed for Best Director, Best Actor, Best 
Actress or in the Supporting catego-
ries. There has been a public outcry 
from African Americans everywhere, 
including director Spike Lee and ac-
tress Jada Pinkett Smith who have 
suggested boycotting the Oscars™ 
due to the “lack of diversity.”
  Many people are quick to assume 
that the lack of diverse nominations 
is a blatant act of racism on the part 
of the Academy, but a number of 
reasons back quite the opposite. 
 The first African American to be 

nominated for an Academy Award 
was Hattie McDaniel, who also 
became the first African American to 
win an Academy Award® in 1939 for 
her supporting role in Gone with the 
Wind. The fact that a black woman 
was able to win this award in 1939, 
an era of aggressive segregation, ex-
emplifies the fair judgment, credibility 
and voting of the Academy. 
  Even still, many people continue 
to argue that racism is still prominent 
here because there should be at least 
one black nominee. If the Academy 
(the highly educated and credible vot-
ing group) does not believe that any 
black actors are worthy of a nomina-
tion, is it not racist in itself to nominate 
a black actor simply for representa-
tion? Nominations and awards cannot 
be simply given away to any actor just 
because of the color of his skin; doing 
so would be racist in and of itself.
 Although there have been no black 
nominees for the past two years, this 
was the fourth occasion since 2000 
that there have not been black nomi-
nees. A boycott cannot be justified by 
a mere four years out of the limelight.
 If people would actually educate 
themselves as opposed to jumping to 
conclusions (and on the bandwagon 
in this case), they would see how 
fair the Oscars® really are and have 
always been.

“ ... If [Bernie Sanders] gets 
elected, the free market in 
our economic system will be 
reduced with more govern-
ment control and regula-
tions. American citizens will 
be hit with higher taxes, 
[and] will have around 11% 
of their paycheck taken out 
due to taxes. Many social-
ist nations have almost half 
of their citizens’ paychecks 
taken out. Free public col-
lege may sound great, but 
in reality, it is NOT. If he 
gets elected, he will try to 
institute free college which 
means taxes will be used, 
and funding for other pro-
grams such as military will 
be reduced. This is terrible 
because our enemies ... are 
growing, such as ISIS, Iran 
and North Korea. We need 
to have more funding for our 
military to keep us protect-
ed. #Trump2K16 #MakeAm-
ericagreatAGAIN.”
 

- Michael DeColli ‘16 

“If Donald Trump 
wins, England will be 
morally obligated to 
take over America 
again to save the 
world from Trump’s 
evil clutches.”

- Jeremy Dellock ‘17

“If Hillary [Clinton] 
wins, everyone gets 
everything handed 
to them. I just hate 
her. I don’t know why, 
but I just hate her ... 
Everything will be 
handed to people for 
doing nothing.”

- Collin Herndon ‘17
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would lessen the amount of people 
living on food stamps and welfare. 
Making about three dollars more 
an hour is a big change to people 
barely getting by. It would keep many 
families from going into poverty and 
would greatly decrease the amount of 
people on welfare. People won’t need 
financial help anymore; they will make 
enough money to support themselves. 
  A $10.10 minimum wage would 
result in a gross income of $21,008, 
according to Politifact, which is still far 
under the average consumer price. 
Though it is still less than the annual 
consumer price, it is still a better wage 
than workers were making before. 
 Although a raise may be good for 
many people, it may not be so great 
for the economy. If the minimum wage 
is raised, taxes could also go up even 
higher. The prices of goods and ser-
vices could steadily increase higher 
due to the raise. Inflation from raises 
in money supply will make the cost of 
living more expensive. 
 While increasing the minimum wage 
may cause inflation, people need 
sufficient wages to live a happy life. 
An increase in the minimum wage in 
Pennsylvania would provide a modest 
economic boost.

Minimum wage increase 
gains support

The current minimum wage is not 
high enough for a person to make 

a living off of. Pennsylvania’s mini-
mum wage has been the same since 
2009, stuck at $7.25 an hour. No one 
can live a normal life working every 
day while earning such a low wage. 
Increasing it to $10.10 an hour would 
give 1.2 million people a raise, accord-
ing to the Keystone Research Center. 
 Many states surrounding Pennsyl-
vania have raised their state minimum 
wage. In Maryland, the minimum is 
gradually increasing to $10.10 an 
hour due to the Minimum Wage Act 
of 2014. Maybe seeing other states 
raising minimum wage will influence 
Pennsylvania’s decision on whether or 
not to increase wages.
 Many recent petitions have been 
circulated to raise the minimum wage 
in Pennsylvania. Nothing official has 
been passed yet, but it is a recurring 
issue brought up that is relevant to ev-
eryone. People signing petitions and 
advocating the need for an increase in 
minimum wage have gained atten-
tion from many important people and 
government officials.
 Having such a low minimum wage 
is bad for business owners and people 
working jobs without a college edu-
cation. Working one job and making 
minimum wage is not enough to sup-
port anyone, let alone a family. The 
average salary for anyone earning 
minimum wage is $15,080, while the 
average annual consumer price in 
America is $53,495, according to the 
Poverty Research Center. This shows 
the current minimum wage is almost 
impossible to live off of.
 A low minimum wage mostly affects 
single parents and students who are 
working part-time, paying for college, 
struggling to get by. A minimum wage 
increase would make life easier for 
people paying bills, supporting fami-
lies and paying off college debt.
 Increasing the minimum wage 

Gillian Revenis
Staff Writer

WORK — Senior Emily Zelinsky works 
the cash register at Weis in Pottsville. 
“ ... If minimum wage were to be 
increased, it would benefit me greatly 
because I get a decent amount of 
hours at Weis,” Zelinsky said.”

Award shows around America accused of racism



12 April 11, 2016

tide lines

CHAMPIONS – Members 
of the varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team celebrate 
their District XI victory 
February 26. “It was a 
really amazing feeling win-
ning the district champi-
onship back to back. We 
really proved some people 
wrong throughout the 
season,” sophomore Ian 
Renninger said. The team 
beat Blue Mountain for the 
fourth time this season by 
a score of 66-55.
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DISCUSS – Sophomores 
Cailey Carl and Alec 
Gonzales take part in a 
debate at the Debate Club 
meeting February 5. “I like 
how people get to express 
their opinions at Debate 
Club. I enjoy debating 
about controversial and 
serious things because 
with big topics come 
big opinions,” said Carl. 
Members frequently talked 
about trending topics in 
the world. 
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FOCUS – Taking part in a 
throwing drill at practice, 
junior Madi Garland pre-
pares to catch a softball. 
“I think this season is go-
ing to be very successful. 
We have a young team, 
but we are putting the 
pieces together. We are 
focusing on a lot of tech-
nique,” Garland said. The 
varsity girls’ softball team 
is looking to win another 
league championship in 
the upcoming season. 
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DETERMINATION – Junior 
Jessica Angelichio and 
senior Cody Gemmell 
pay close attention in 
AP Calculus. “AP Calc is 
definitely my most chal-
lenging AP course, but at 
the same time it’s my fa-
vorite. Unlike my other AP 
courses, you can expect 
a homework assignment 
every night, so it’s prob-
ably one of the most time- 
consuming courses in the 
school,” Angelichio said.

Photo by Kali Baldwin 
Photography Editor

RECOVER – After running 
laps around the track, 
sophomore Collin Ebling 
sits down to take a break. 
“With the training that my 
coaches are giving my 
teammates and I in the 
weight room and on the 
track, I’m feeling confident 
that we will have a strong 
season,” Ebling said. “My 
goal this year is to make 
districts in all of my indi-
vidual events and get gold 
in the relay events.”
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INDUCTION – Juniors 
Collin Herndon and Gavin 
Hinchliffe light their 
candles at the Spanish 
National Honor Society 
induction ceremony. “I 
was very happy to get in-
ducted into Spanish NHS,” 
Hinchliffe said. “Being 
part of this gives me more 
motivation to work harder 
to get good grades in 
Spanish class.” Students 
were inducted March 10 in 
the Little Theater.
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